




The music from 18-year-old Juan Juarez’s stereo shook the Cadillac as the bass kept beat with 
the rhythm of his heart. The effects of his last hit of heroin had worn off and his wasted body 
screamed for more. Satisfying its demands was costing Juan $200 a day. The stash of stolen rifles, 
shotguns and pistols stuffed in the Caddy’s trunk would be sold to gangs to pay the bill.

by Melanie Hemry



by staggering home. Heartsick over the condition of 
her youngest son, his mother nursed him through the  
cold sweats. But in the end heroin ushered him back 
to the streets.
	 Juan had just turned 19 when the drug demons 
demanded more. Pocketing a stolen .38-caliber revolver, 
he broke into a home and robbed it. Once outside, two 
homeowners confronted him.
	 Pulling the revolver from his pocket, Juan shoved it 
toward the man’s face. “You’d better let me go,” he said, 
an unmistakable menace in his voice.
	 “Don’t you know that there’s a better way to live 
your life?” one of the men asked. 
“God loves you!”
	 God loves you.
	 The words were more pow-
erful than a stun gun. Frozen 
in place, Juan felt paralyzed by 
their power. When he hesitated, 
the man grabbed his gun and 
both men subdued him.
	 This time the judge sentenced 
him to two years in a youth 
authority prison.

Happy Birthday
	 “I had hit  bottom,” Juan 
recalls. “I had lost all hope of 
living a life apart from heroin. 
	 “I’d lost the friends I’d had. My world consisted of 
danger, drugs and gangs. I celebrated my 21st birth-
day in a youth authority prison. My friends, the other 
inmates, threw me a birthday party. Having grown up 
in poverty, it was the first one of my life. For a birthday 
present, they gave me drugs.”
	 At 21, Juan was released from prison. He was a heroin 
addict and he was weary of the sick cycle of his life.
	 “I’m never going back to prison,” he vowed. But then 
it happened again.
	 Arrested on a weapons charge, Juan found himself 
standing before the same judge who had sentenced him 
twice before.
	 “I don’t know why I’m doing this,” the judge said 
with a sigh, “but I’m giving you a choice. You’ll serve 10 
years in prison, or you can go to rehab.”
	 “I’ll take rehab, Judge,” Juan agreed.
	 This will be easy!

	 For all his bravado and youth, Juan felt like a hope-
less old man. He had never intended to become a high 
school dropout or a heroin addict. All he’d wanted was 
a little fun.
	 It had started by experimenting with marijuana. 
From there Juan progressed to LSD and PCP—includ-
ing using needles in his veins.
	 Unlike other drugs he’d tried, Juan became addicted 
to heroin after using it only a few times. Without it he 
suffered cold sweats and withdrawals. His body held 
him hostage—demanding more…more…more.
	 At 18, Juan had accepted the fact that he would 
probably die young of an overdose, a bullet or a knife. 
It wasn’t the kind of future he wanted, but then it 
wasn’t his future that was driving him now. It was his 
constant craving for the next fix.
	 That ’s what was on Juan’s mind when the sounds 
f rom his stereo were suddenly overpowered by that 
of sirens. Heart racing, he watched in the rearview 
mirror as the flashing lights sped up behind him, and 
his friends jumped from the car like rats from a sink- 
ing ship.
	 Spread-eagle against his Cadillac while being 
searched, Juan looked up at the warm California sun 
and felt the breeze on his face.
	 So this is my last day of freedom.

Death by Switchblade
	 The cell door that slammed on Juan’s future kept 
him incarcerated for a year. When he was released, 
Juan was more hardened, bitter and angry than ever 
before. He was also more dangerous.
	 Juan had managed to use enough drugs during his 
imprisonment to keep his addictions at bay. But once 
he was released, they raged out of control. 
	 One night at a party where alcohol and drugs were 
in abundance, Juan got into a drug-related fight. In 
an instant, the blade of a knife had carved up his face, 
splitting his nostril in half.
	 Blood gushed from his face as Juan gasped, fighting 
to breathe. Death came through door No. 3, Juan thought 
as friends rushed him to the hospital. It was a switch-
blade instead of a bullet or an overdose.
	 Emergency room doctors staunched the flow of 
blood and stitched up the gaping wound. The knife 
had just missed his eye. Surprised to be alive, Juan 
tried to take advantage of his second chance at life 
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People streamed to the altar—
leaving guns, knives and drugs there. About 200 made professions of faith. 

The killings stopped instantly.

	 Juan had just turned 

19 when the drug demons 

demanded more. Pocketing 

a stolen .38-caliber revolver, 

he broke into a home and 

robbed it.



	 “It was Kenneth Copeland who broke down my bar-
riers,” Juan says. “His testimony touched me and gave 
me something that had been missing in my life for a 
long time. He gave me hope. Brother Copeland wasn’t 
your regular preacher. He was bold and matter-of-fact. 
He talked to me right where I lived and explained the 
gospel in a way I could understand. 
	 “I learned about righteousness, hope and faith. I 
devoured tapes and books. I discovered I didn’t have to 
be good enough for God to accept me, because Jesus 
had already paid the penalty for my sin. He bore it on 
the cross. I learned to pray. 
	 “I meditated on the Word of God, and Jesus revealed 
Himself to me through His Word. What that man said 
to me when I had a .38 pointed at his face was true. 
God loved me, Juan Juarez!
	 “I learned to take a faith stand over my own ruined 
life. I learned to live in victory.”

From Darkness to Light
	 The change in Juan Juarez’s life was so dramatic  
that months after giving his life to Jesus, his leaders 
at Teen Challenge took him to juvenile halls where he 
gave his testimony to teenagers and helped them get out 
of a life of despair. Toward the end of 1976, after almost 
10 months in rehab, Juan walked out a free man. 
	 Back home in Bakersfield, he found honest work. His 
old friends from the gangs circled like buzzards after 
roadkill, but Juan simply told them about Jesus. Some 
walked away, others gave their hearts and lives to the Lord.
	 A few months out of rehab, Juan was contacted by 
Teen Challenge and asked if he would supervise a new 
men’s rehab home in Bakersfield. 
	 I lived outright for the devil, why can’t I do the same for 
Jesus? Juan thought before accepting the position. 
	 “I taught those men the things that set me free,” Juan 
says. “During that time I met a young woman named 
Kathy who lived in Anaheim. With my tape player on 
the seat next to me, I stocked up on batteries and lis-
tened to the Word of God as I drove back and forth to 
visit her. 
	 “In 1978 we married. That same year Kenneth 
Copeland held a Believers’ Convention in Anaheim.  
I was so hungry for the Word of God I got up while  
it was still dark and stood in line for hours to get a 
good seat. From then on I always attended the meet-
ings. I volunteered to usher just to help out. One year, 
Dennis Burke headed up the prayer counselors and I 
volunteered as a prayer counselor.
	 “Back in Bakersfield after the meeting, I found a box 
at my apartment. Inside was a first edition Kenneth 

The Greatest Challenge 
	 Juan Juarez had no way of knowing he was about to 
face the greatest challenge of his life. The judge sent 
him to Teen Challenge in Riverside, Calif., a faith-based 
program for people at risk. Teen Challenge required 
him to give up all his vices: heroin, drugs, alcohol and 
even cigarettes.
	 Hardhearted and unwilling to change, Juan copped 
an attitude and put up emotional walls that were impos-
sible to penetrate. Impossible for everyone…except 
God. The man at Teen Challenge taught the Word of 
God in a way Juan had never heard. 
	 After six months in rehab his mind-set began to 
change. What changed it was a steady diet of messages 
from three ministers of the gospel—Kenneth Copeland, 
Jerry Savelle and Kenneth Hagin. 

	 From a traumatic childhood to the death toll of alcohol, 

drugs, harsh brutality and Vietnam flashbacks, the story of ruth-

less biker Mac Gober will astonish you. It will also demonstrate 

the power of God to free even the worst of sinners. As you read 

this vivid, life-changing story, told by Mac himself, you’ll see 

God’s provision and the miraculous transformation an encoun-

ter with Jesus can bring. Order today and see how you, too, can 

be set free...completely Unchained!

A Testimony of Freedom

See response form for 
ordering information.

Unchained!  |  paperback  |  reg. £7.00 | e10.80  

NOW! £5.00 | e7.70 #B070606
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FaithStand
If you feel you’re at the end of the line, there is hope. 

Partnership—joining your faith with another—can 

make all the difference. For Juan Juarez, it was the 

difference between life and death. When a person 

takes a stand in faith and partners with another, mira- 

cles happen. Relationships are restored, finances 

break through and ministries are born. There’s noth-

ing the enemy can do to stop them!

For 40 years, partnership has made the difference 

for Kenneth Copeland Ministries. It can also make 

the difference for you. Take a faith stand now and 

discover a larger vision for your life and ministry. 

Find hope...in partnership!

with 

take your faith stand today!

Partnership

If you’re not a Partner with us, pray about making 

The Partnership Connection with Kenneth Copeland 

Ministries. If you want to find out more about part-

nership, we’ll send you a free information pack that 

includes the DVD Get Connected. Just follow 

the instructions below.

Copeland Bible—signed by Kenneth Copeland. That 
Bible meant so much to me I slept with it one night. 
I still have it today. My partnership with KCM has 
always been a matter of life and death for me.”
	 Shortly thereafter, the Lord called Juan to attend 
Rhema Bible Training Center in Tulsa, Okla. He and 
Kathy moved there, where their son, Christopher, was 
born that year. Juan graduated in 1980, and the fam-
ily moved back to California where he traveled and 
preached in churches and jails. And in 1982, their second 
son, Eric, was born.
	 In 1983, a Christian chief of police contacted Juan 
and asked for help. “In one month we’ve had eight 
drug-related killings in the valley,” he explained. “If  
I rent a hall and get some sound equipment would  
you preach?”
	 Juan agreed. The hall, which held 500 people, was 
packed at each service for three days. As Juan gave his 
testimony and preached the uncompromised gospel, 
people streamed to the altar—leaving guns, knives and 
drugs there. About 200 made professions of faith.
	 The killings stopped instantly.
	 What are you going to do with all those new believers? 
the Lord asked. At His prompting, Juan and Kathy 
started Valley Faith Fellowship in Delano, Calif. Many 
of the converts from that meeting became members.

Restoration
	 In the aftermath of Juan’s conversion, his mother, father 
and brother, Rudy, all gave their hearts to Jesus. Today, 
Rudy plays bass in the Valley Faith Fellowship band.
	 In 2006, Juan Juarez celebrated his 30th year serving 
the Lord. Jerry Savelle preached the service and Juan 
had Kathy, his wife, friend and co-pastor, at his side. 
His had been a long journey from the hopelessness of 
heroin addiction to living a life of faith.
	 Ever in the business of restoration, God had a sur-
prise gift of His own. In October 2006, St. Thomas 
Christian College presented Pastor Juan with an 
honorary doctorate degree. God not only delivered 
Juan from drug addiction, radically changed his 
life and surrounded him with the love of a beauti-
ful wife and family, He resurrected the education 
Juan thought he had lost.
	 It’s been 30 years since a man in the darkness 
with a gun in his face uttered those life-changing 
words to Juan Juarez, “God loves you.” 
	 That same God loves you, and what 
He did for Juan Juarez, He will certainly  
do for you. Dare to believe. Victory

Kathy and Juan Juarez

To make The Partnership Connection 
tick the box on the enclosed response form, 

call +44 (0)1225 448374 or 

visit kcm.org.uk and click Get Connected!
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b y  G l o r i a  C o p e l a n d

God’s plan for us is that we have life and enjoy it!  
Jesus said in John 10:10, “I came that they may have and enjoy life, and have it 
in abundance (to the full, till it overflows)” (The Amplif ied Bible).   |   Why 

then do we see so many people who don’t seem to be enjoying their lives? What 
keeps them from living every day in the abundant life Jesus came to give?

	 The reasons are as many and as varied as people 
themselves. But I believe a major reason is that most 
people use so much energy dreading tomorrow, they 
are sapped of the energy to live each day to the fullest.

Don’t Go There
	 Jesus taught us not to worry today about what we 

have to face tomorrow. In Matthew 6:34, He said, 
“Take therefore no thought for the morrow.” He went 
on to say every day will take care of itself, and that our 
heavenly Father will supply all our needs if we simply 
keep our focus on Him. 
	 Most of our thoughts of worry and dread for 
tomorrow stem f rom our needs. Dread is fear of the 

Don’t Dabble in Dread!



You experience the aggravation and stress over and 
over. You will have let the dread of Monday steal 
your fulfilled, abundant, joyful life for four days.
	 When He showed me that, I decided I wasn’t 
going to waste any more precious minutes dreading. 
I’m going to live and enjoy life—every day of it!

God Has the Answer
	 So think about tomorrow f rom 
God ’s perspective. He wil l  take 
care of it! When you have things 
hanging over your head, just roll 
the care over on Him. Proverbs 
16:3 gives us that principle: “Roll 
your works upon the Lord [com-
mit and trust them wholly to Him;  
He wil l  cause your thoughts to 
become agreeable to His will, and] 
so shall your plans be established 
and succeed” (The Amplif ied Bible). 
Glory to God!
	 Peter put it this way, “Therefore 
humble yourselves [demote, lower 
yourselves in your own estimation] 
under the mighty hand of God, 
that  in due t ime He may exalt 
you. Casting the whole of your 
care [all your anxieties, al l your  
worr ies, al l  your concerns, once 
and for all] on Him, for He cares 
for you affectionately and cares 
about you watchfully” (1 Peter 5:6-7,  
The Amplif ied Bible). 
	 When you have things worrying 
you, or you are dreading some-
thing, go to the Lord. Say, “Father, 
I roll the care of this on You. I 
don’t know what to do about it 
anyway. Give me wisdom. Show 
me Your plan. Tell me if You have 
something for me to do about it, 
and I’ ll do it. I am not going to 
take the care of it . I  know You 
care about me.” 

future. Will I have the money? Will I have the time? 
Will I have the strength? What will I say? What will 
I wear? How will I get it all done? Who will help me? 
And on it goes, until we have wasted much of today 
and built up a tremendous amount of unbelief.
	 Jesus said don’t go there. Instead, go to your heav-
enly Father. Refocus on Him and His promise that 
He wil l  supply everything when 
the time comes. The Lord wil l 
take care of tomorrow and He’ ll 
take care of next week. Jesus said 
tomorrow, when it comes, will be 
enough to think about tomorrow’s 
business. God is not going any-
where. He is here today and He 
will be here tomorrow. 

Don’t Waste Another Today
	 On Saturday, don’t start think-
ing about Monday. I have to go to 
work Monday. I  have this  meet-
ing out of town on Monday. I don’t 
want to leave town. I don’t want to 
go to that meeting. Well, it ’s not 
Monday yet. Don’t go there yet. 
Stay r ight here on Saturday. It 
is your day off. You are at home. 
Have a good Saturday. Have a 
happy and blessed day. Live in 
today! Enjoy today!
	 We all have things in our lives 
that we don’t enjoy doing as much 
as others. But don’t get into dread 
over them. Don’t  waste today ’s 
emotional and mental energy on 
tomorrow’s activities. 
	 The Lord showed me some-
thing about dread that fixed me 
forever. I f  you  s ta r t  dread ing 
something Fr iday that is  com-
ing Monday, and you f ret about 
it Saturday and Sunday, it is like 
doing that thing four times. If you 
dread it, it is the same as doing it. 
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S a l v a t i o n  P r a y e r

Jesus
  Saviour & Lord,

 If you do not know 

as your 

simply pray the following prayer in 
faith, and Jesus will be your Lord!
	 Heavenly Father, I come to You in 
the Name of Jesus. Your Word says, 
“Whosoever shall call on the name 	
of the Lord shall be saved” and “If 
thou shalt confess with thy mouth the 
Lord Jesus , and shalt believe in thine 
heart that God hath raised him from the 
dead, thou shalt be saved” (Acts 2:21; 
Romans 10:9). You said my salvation 
would be the result of Your Holy Spirit 
giving me new birth by coming to live in 
me (John 3:5-6, 15-16; Romans 8:9-11) 
and that if I would ask, You would fill 	
me with Your Spirit and give me the 
ability to speak with other tongues 
(Luke 11:13; Acts 2:4).
	 I take You at Your Word. I confess that 
Jesus is Lord. And I believe in my heart 
that You raised Him from the dead. 
Thank You for coming into my heart, for 
giving me Your Holy Spirit as You have 
promised, and for being Lord over my 	
life. Amen.
	 If you have just prayed this prayer, 
please contact us and let us know of 
your decision. We have a free Salvation 
Package we would like to send you to 
help you begin your new life in Jesus! 
Simply write and ask for offer #70801, 
tick the circle on the order form 
that comes with this magazine or call  
+44 (0)1225 448374.

On Saturday, don’t start thinking about Monday.
Have a good Saturday. Have a happy and blessed day. 

Live in today! Enjoy today!



Watch the BVOV broadcast again and again! 

	 Now doesn’t that make sense? He knows what to 
do with whatever it is you need—He is your supplier. 
He has the answer. I never had the answer, and you 
don’t either. All I ever had was the worry and dread 
until I learned to give up and let Him have it all!
	 You will always have opportunities to worry and 
to dabble in dread over something about tomorrow, 
or next week, or next year. You have to have already 

made up your mind to refuse dread. Resist it and 
roll it over on the Lord. Then remind yourself, “I 
will not dread. God will help me walk by faith. I am 
enjoying today. I am caref ree!”
	 As you do, you will get your days back. You will 
find the mental energy to live each day to its fullest. 
And your life will begin to overflow with the abun-
dance and joy Jesus came to give you! Victory

It may seem like “the hard life” is hitting 
you from all directions. Well, don’t waste 
another day in worry, stress or fear. Jesus 
came so you could enjoy life…so now is 
the time to transfer your trust to God—
and be forever free.

Don’t Waste 
Another Day!

  

Get the encouragement you need with  
the Transfer Your Trust Package, and 
change the way you live. This powerful 
resource includes:

Don’t Stress Out—Trust God, a liberating 
series by Kenneth Copeland

The Power to Live a New Life and Living 
in Heaven’s Blessings Now, two powerful 
minibooks by Gloria Copeland

Don’t waste time putting up with 
“the hard life.” Transfer your trust to  
God today!

Transfer Your Trust Package     reg. £14.00 | e21.50

NOW! £9.00 | e13.90 #B070607

Don’t Stress Out—Trust God  4-CD series 

The Power to Live a New Life  minibook 

Living in Heaven’s Blessings Now minibook

See response form for ordering information. 



Watch the BVOV broadcast again and again! 
You can now order your CD & DVD copies online at 

www.kcm.org.uk or by using the 
 order form that comes with this magazine 

BVoV on 3 CDs	
Daily broadcast (one week) 
£9.50 | c14.60
 

BVoV on DVD	
Daily broadcast (one week) 
£12.50 | c19.20    

Tune in to the BVOV broadcast  
Monday through Friday and 
on Sunday each week at 
www.kcm.org.uk 

Daily Broadcast
Monday–Friday

7am (8am CET)

8.30am (9.30am CET)

10am (11am CET)

1pm (2pm CET)

7pm (8pm CET)

9pm (10pm CET)

TBN Europe
Daystar
Gospel Channel Europe
God Channel
God Channel
TBN Europe

BVoV TV Listings

Education Based on the Word of God
Kenneth Copeland and David Barton continue their time together, 

discussing God’s idea of education: what it’s been, where it’s going 
and how you can make a difference.

How to Love Someone You Don’t Like
Everyone talks about love, but they have a hard time defining it. 

This week, join John Copeland and Jesse Duplantis as they search the 
Word for the definitive truth about love.

Daily

How to Seize Your Healing and Deliverance
Gloria Copeland brings you a full week of Healing School—where you’ll discover 

how your words can make or break your health time and again.

God’s Love Changes Everything
What’s love got to do with it? John Copeland and Jesse Duplantis continue their 

teaching on love, discussing what love has to do with everything!

June

25 26 27 28 29

18 19 20 21 22

1511 12 13 14

7 84 5 6

31 Thu 1 Fri28 Mon 29 Tue 30 Wed

Your Vote Makes the Difference
Special guest David Barton joins Kenneth Copeland to talk about the believer’s 

involvement during election time and how your vote counts.

Be l ieve r ’ s   Vo ice   o f   V ic to ry

Broadcas t   Ca lenda r

Gloria CopelandKenneth Copeland

John Copeland David BartonJesse Duplantis



Southwest August 6-11
Believers’ Convention Fort Worth Convention Center   |   1201 Houston St.   |   Fort Worth, TX  76102

Great Lakes August 20-25
Believers’ Convention U.S. Cellular Arena   |   400 W. Kilbourn Ave.   |   Milwaukee, WI  53203

Join us for a week of  breakthroughs in your life and ministry…It’s the Year of  the Open Door!

 25 YEARS in EUROPE

There’s still time to join us for these 2007 conventions!

Jesse DuplantisJerry Savelle Creflo A. Dollar Bill Winston
(Great Lakes)

Gloria CopelandKenneth Copeland



Unable to attend? Then watch or listen via a  
live broadcast online at www.kcm.org.

Believers’ Conventions will feature:

Superkid Academy Calling all kids, ages 

6-12! Take part in Superkid Academy with 

Commanders Dana and Linda Johnson and 

special appearances by Commander Kellie. It’s like a full 

week of Superkid Camp for FREE!

14forty—for junior high and high school! 

(West Coast and Southwest Believers’ Conventions only)

When attending the event, young people can discover how 

to live Every Minute, Every Day, All for the Glory of God at 

14forty with Jeremy Pearsons! 

June 3
The Faith Center Ministries
5555 N.W. 95th Ave.   |   Sunrise, FL  33351   |   954-742-7832

June 7-9
A New Thing—
Conferences for Real Change
Metropolitan Tabernacle   |   2101 W. Shepherd Road

Chattanooga, TN  37422   |   423-894-3377

www.freshoutlookmag.com/New-Thing.html

July 9-14
West Coast 
Believers’ Convention
Anaheim Convention Center

800 W. Katella Ave.   |   Anaheim, CA  92802

August 31-September 3
Thunder Over Texas
Jerry Savelle Ministries International

Historic Granbury Town Square

100 E. Pearl St.   |   Granbury, TX  76048

817-297-3155   |   www.thunderovertexas.com

September 9-14
2007 Annual Chicago 
Faith Conference School
Living Word Christian Center   |   7306 W. Madison

Forest Park, IL  60130   |   908-697-5000 

September 16-21
Days of Refreshing
Eagle Mountain International Church

Kenneth Copeland Ministries Headquarters

14355 Morris-Dido Road   |   Newark, TX  76071

(not a mailing address)   |   800-600-7395

October 24-29
Prayer Mountain in the Ozarks
Billye Brim Ministries

P.O. Box 40   |   Branson, MO  65615

417-336-4877   |   www.billyebrim.org

November 8-10
Washington, D.C. Victory Campaign
Hylton Memorial Chapel

14640 Potomac Mills Road   |   Woodbridge, VA  22192

I believe one of the most important things God has 

called us to do is to meet together. Back in 1968, 

God told me, I want you to conduct meetings where 

people can totally immerse in the Word of God. He 

showed me exactly how to conduct them and that 

there were believers out there—believers like you—

who had a strong hunger to lock in to His Word.

Today, as you join in the 

corporate anointing at these 

meetings, the intense expo-

sure to the Word of God will 

renew your mind so you will 

become prosperous-minded, 

healed and well.     

                  —Kenneth Copeland

Join us for a week of  breakthroughs in your life and ministry…It’s the Year of  the Open Door!

There’s still time to join us for these 2007 conventions!

Be sure to register—it’s FREE and you could win a prize!

Also join Kenneth 
and Gloria at these 
meetings!

Admission is FREE. Meetings are subject to change without notice. For 
updated information, please log on to getimmersed.org or call the KCM office 
nearest you. Partners and Friends within Europe call +44 (0)1225 448374.

Note: The 2008 WCBC will 
be held at the Long Beach 
Convention and Entertainment 
Center in Long Beach, Calif.



‘enjoy life’ 
	 The fact is when we obey God, life is good. 
Our paths become “like the light of dawn, that 
shines more and more (brighter and clearer) until [it 	
reaches its full strength and glory]…” (Proverbs 4:18,  
The Amplified Bible). The more accurate we become 
at walking on His path, the brighter and clearer our 
directions become. And the more fun we have in life 
because the best place for you and me is right where 
God wants us to be. 
	 I’ve found that as Ken and I have walked with the 
Lord in obedience, one step leads to another until it 

dawns on us exactly what we are supposed to do. 
	 For instance, you may feel like there is something 
the Lord is leading you to do, but you don’t know how 
to do it. Maybe you don’t have the money or under-
standing you need to pull it off. It seems the details are 
sort of vague—in the twilight. But as you obey God 
and follow Him one step at a time, the light begins to 
shine brighter on that situation. Suddenly one day it 
is clear. It looks easy. You have faith for the resources 
and understanding to accomplish it.
	 God never looks at your ability or your bank account 

‘enjoy life’ 
   his morning I got up and asked the Lord, “What are Your plans for me? I want to walk in Your paths  

      of peace today. What is the shining path You have for me?”   |   Every day I look forward to walk-

ing with the Lord. It’s exciting! Nothing could be better than walking in His plans for my life. At the end of 

the day, I love knowing I’ve done the will of God. That gives me a great deal of joy and satisfaction. 

plan! b y  G l o r i a  C o p e l a n d

T

Get on God’s



‘enjoy life’ 

existence, and still go to heaven when we die. Or, we can get 
in on the good stuff!...“living the good life which He prear-
ranged and made ready for us to live”!  
	 Yet many people (even born-again people) choose not to 
follow God’s plan for their lives. Always struggling, they 
live in misery as they do things their own way. They miss 
out on heaven here in the earth (Deuteronomy 11:21). And 
they don’t have to. They could say “yes!” to God’s plan. 
	 Maybe you would say, “Gloria, I’ve made a mess of 
my life. I’ve done things my own way and now I’m in big 
trouble. I can’t see any way out.”
	 Well, no matter what situation you are in today, I want 
you to know God is big enough to help you. He has a plan 
to get you out of that trouble and into His blessing. But you 
have to go through the right door, and get on the right path. 

Jesus Is the Door
	 The way to go through the door of blessing and get on 
God’s plan is to be born again. Jesus says, “I am the Door; 
anyone who enters in through Me will be saved (will 
live).... I came that they may have and enjoy life, and have it 
in abundance (to the full, till it overflows)” (John 10:9-10, 
The Amplified Bible). If Jesus hadn’t paid the price for sin, 
this kind of life wouldn’t be possible. 
	 However, Jesus has already done everything it takes to 
provide an abundant life for you. You just have to cooperate 
with Him. So, receive Jesus as your Savior and Lord, get in 
His Word, pray, then take the next step He shows you. 
	 That’s how you get on God’s plan. That’s how you walk 
out of that trouble and begin enjoying life. I’m not telling 
you everything that’s wrong will be fixed overnight—but 
if you’ll stick with God, things will begin to change…you 
will begin to change. 

The Plan Unfolds
	 When Ken and I were married about six months, we 
weren’t enjoying life. We had no jobs, no money and 
no furniture. We slept on a rented rollaway bed, and I 
cooked potatoes in a coffeepot. We were in trouble and I 
was desperate!
	 One day I picked up a Bible Ken’s mother had given 
him and began to read it. “But seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be 
added unto you” (Matthew 6:33). I saw that God cared for 
birds and thought, If God cares for birds, He must care for me. 
As I recall I said, “Lord, take my life and do something 
with it.” I had no idea that I had just been born again, 
because I knew nothing about the new birth. Not long 
after, Ken was also born again. We started reading the 
Bible and we discovered over the years that when you obey 
the Word, it brings life and blessing. When you disobey, it 

to see if you can afford His plan. Rather He asks, Who has 
the heart to do this? Who am I calling to do it? God can give 
you the wisdom and resources you need. He never intends 
for you to do His plan in your own power. He intends to do 
it through you. You just have to yield to Him and trust Him 
enough to take the next step He shows you. 
	 That’s faith.
	 Give Him faith, give Him action and give Him obedi-
ence. If you’ll cooperate with Him, God will see to it you 
succeed at His plan. Ken and I know that from experi-
ence. When we do what He says, things are good, life is 
good. God is able to do good in our lives simply because 
we’re obedient. The older we get, the happier we get 
because we get better at doing what God tells us to do!
	 I want you to know, God has created you to do some-
thing wonderful. And whatever it is, it will be exciting 
and fulfilling! 

Get In on the Good Stuff
	 When God fashioned you, He fashioned you with 
purpose. You weren’t some haphazard afterthought in His 
mind. No. God watched over every facet of your creation. 
At the same time, He also designed a detailed, specific 
plan for your life and that plan was put in place the day 
you were born. 
	 When God created you and me, He was involved. 
That’s what Psalm 139:13-16 tells us. “You made all the 
delicate, inner parts of my body and knit me together in 
my mother’s womb…,” it says. “You watched me as I was 
being formed in utter seclusion…. You saw me before 
I was born. Every day of my life was recorded in your 
book. Every moment was laid out before a single day had 
passed” (New Living Translation).
	 Imagine—God is so intensely interested in us that He 
preplanned every moment of every day of our lives. God 
knows exactly what He created us to do, and He never 
changes His mind (Proverbs 19:21). His plan doesn’t 
consist of just a few loosely held-together ideas either. No. 
God knows our potential. Every moment of our lives is 
important to Him. 
	 According to Ephesians 2:10, “We are God’s [own] 
handiwork (His workmanship), recreated in Christ Jesus, 
[born anew] that we may do those good works which God 
predestined (planned beforehand) for us [taking paths which 
He prepared ahead of time], that we should walk in them 
[living the good life which He prearranged and made ready for 
us to live]” (The Amplified Bible).
	 God has prepared ahead of time a good path that leads to 
the “good life.” He’s laid out a perfect plan that leads to joy 
and fulfillment. But the choice to walk in His plan is ours.
	 We can live a natural, mediocre life, a barely get-by 	
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brings death and destruction. We chose to obey the Word. 
	 We didn’t know it, but we had started on the path to 
God’s plan for our lives.
	 The Bible is actually a plan God has given us. If we 
follow what is written there, we’ll also follow what is 
unwritten. In other words, we will hear from heaven and 
be able to do things we never dreamed. We will begin 
doing the things we were born again to do. When we 
get in line with the Word of God—begin to say what He 
says, believe what He says, and do what He says—we will 
begin walking out His path for our lives, and we’ll find 
the individual place and calling God has for us. 

	 “The Lord will work out his plans for my life…” (Psalm 
138:8, New Living Translation). He will bring out the best 
in us and put us on the best path—His path. 
	 When we start walking out God’s plan, we won’t be des-
perate. By obeying His Word and His Spirit, things will be 
prepared for us. We’ll have the wisdom we need to succeed.

Wisdom Spells Success
	 Wisdom is the way God does things and how He 
intends for us to live in victory. The Word of God is the 
wisdom of God written down.
	 Proverbs 3:15-18 says, “Skillful and godly Wisdom is 

more precious than rubies; and 
nothing you can wish for is to 
be compared to her. Length of 
days is in her right hand, and 
in her left hand are riches and 
honor. Her ways are highways of 
pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace. She is a tree of life to those 
who lay hold on her; and happy 
(blessed, fortunate, to be envied) 
is everyone who holds her fast” 
(The Amplified Bible).
	 If we walk in the wisdom of 
God, we can eat continually from 
the tree of life and be blessed. 
The wisdom of God puts us back 
in the Garden before sin entered 
in. What was in the Garden? 
Everything needed in life. 
	 When we’re in the plan of 
God, we will not lack. The path 
of the wisdom of God will arrive at 
peace. Having peace means there 
will be nothing missing that we 
have need of (no lack of provi-
sion) and there’ l l be nothing 
broken in our lives (no broken 
situations, relationships, health, 
emotions, etc.).
	 When we get the wisdom of 
God, we get the plan. We will 
arrive at peace.
	 Read your Bible and pray. You’ll 
have wisdom for everyday living. 
The closer you get to God, the 
more you’ll begin to see what He 
has planned for you to do in life. 
Just start taking a step at a time. 
He’ll help you get fine-tuned so 
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these animals and get on that boat. Then God slammed the 
door and pressurized that ark right then and there. 
	 I’m telling you, God’s an operator. 
	 Noah had a path to walk. His obedience to God made 
the difference in the future of the whole world! He and his 
family were the last righteous family left in the earth.
	 If God can find someone who will do what He says, God 
will see to it the job gets done. We don’t have to worry about 
it or figure it all out. It doesn’t depend on our abilities or 
inabilities. God doesn’t expect us to do it in our own power.  
He expects to do it through us. And He will!

Moving From One Impossible Thing to the Next
	 After doing this for more than 40 years, it has become 
easier and easier for Ken and me to walk by faith because 
we can always look back to the impossible things God told 
us to do and see that when we obeyed, God always worked 
it out. 
	 It’s up to each of us to take the next step God shows 
us. Psalm 139:3 says, “You chart the path ahead of me 
and tell me where to stop and rest” (The New Living 
Translation, 1996).
	 With God directing your steps, you walk in the light 
as He is in the light (1 John 1:7). Then when you hit the 
plan of God, you can enjoy sailing through life!
	 The will of God is always good. The more you walk 
out His will and His plan for you, the happier you are, 
the more joy you have, the more success you have. 
	 The good life is for the obedient. 
	 At times it might look like you’ll be sacrificing some-
thing to do what God is telling you. But obey Him any-
way. You’ll never regret it. 
	 Psalm 25:12-13 in The Living Bible says, “Where is 
the man who fears the Lord? God will teach him how 
to choose the best. He shall live within God’s circle of 
blessing….” Fear of the Lord means you have so much 
respect and reverence for Him that when He tells you 
to do something, you do it even when you don’t want to.  
Always, you’ll find out it was a good thing after all. You’ll 
be living within God’s circle of blessing.
	 Psalm 23:1,5 in the New Living Translation says, “The 
Lord is my shepherd; I have everything I need…. My cup 
overf lows with blessings.”
	 Get on the path that leads to God’s plan and start 
enjoying life! 
	 Wake up in the morning with a sense of expectation. 
Before you open your eyes, say to the Lord, “I want to 
walk on Your path today. What are Your plans for me? 
What is the shining path You have for me?” Victory

you can walk in what He has called you to do. And, God 
will begin to open doors for you.
   God’s wisdom is the way you succeed in this life spiritu-
ally, mentally, physically, financially and in every way. If 
you are listening, His wisdom will speak to you and tell you 
which way to go. But you must choose to obey every day.

Are You in the Ark or the Dark?
	 If something doesn’t agree with God’s Word, as 
Christians, we don’t do it. If God says something is 
bad—it’s bad! Bad things have bad consequences so we 
steer clear of those things. 
	 However, most people in this day and age choose to 
go their own way. In fact, it seems the longer I live, the 
crazier this world gets. Some people are way out there! 
They don’t seem to have any sense. Why? Because they’re 
not walking in the light, they’re walking in the dark. And 
they’re making decisions in the dark. 
	 Darkness looks like rightness to them. 
	 Now we live in the same world they live in. We breathe 
the same air, have homes in the same towns, shop at the 
same grocery stores. There is, however, a major difference 
in where we live and where they live. 
	 We’re living in the light of God’s wisdom, and they are 
living in the darkness of this world. 
	 That makes me think about Noah. He lived in a dark 
time. Yet Noah didn’t live in the dark. He lived in the 
light, walked close to the Lord and found favor in the 
eyes of God. (See Genesis 6.) 
	 When God told Noah what was going to happen in 
the earth and he heard the wisdom of God say to build 
a huge boat on dry land—Noah got busy. Only Noah 
and his family had any light on the subject. All the other 
people thought they were crazy!  
	 “Why is he building such an enormous thing? He is 
crazy to be wasting so much time when he could be liv-
ing it up. They’ve been working on that thing all these 
years. Why?” 
	 Noah had a path to walk. He knew the wisdom of God.
	 He simply kept obeying. Building and hammering, 
and hammering and building that ark. Noah did what 
was right. He found the plan God had for his life, and 
held fast to it. He became a boat builder and preacher of 
righteousness. The whole time he was building that ark, 
he was preaching to the people, trying to help them get 
things straight with God. Maybe he told them, “You can 
be safe in the ark, or left in the dark!”
	 At any rate, there finally came the day when the work was 
finished, time was up. The Lord said, Take your family and all 
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